
November 6, 2019 

 

Dear Rank-and-File Members of the San Francisco Police Department, 

It has been brought to my attention that the comments that I made last night, directed at the 

leadership of the Police Officers Association, were construed as an insult and an attack on the 

members of the San Francisco Police Department.  

As this was not at all my intent, I would like to issue an apology to the 2,000 officers of the San 

Francisco Police Department; I am sorry for any offense that my comments may have caused. 

As most of you may know, my husband served for 35 years as a San Francisco police officer 

and is a five-time Medal of Valor recipient. I deeply respect the work that he and his fellow 

officers have done and continue to do on a daily basis. The job that police officers perform is 

honorable, respected and necessary. I want to take this moment to thank and appreciate each 

of you for what you do every day to keep San Francisco safe. I apologize if my comments were 

misinterpreted to be an attack on you, as individual officers. That could not be further from the 

truth. I know and understand how difficult the job is and am deeply appreciative of your service.  

That said, I cannot apologize for my comments last night directed at the leadership of the Police 

Officers Association (POA). 

The leadership of the POA— which is referred to as a union although not recognized as such by 

the AFL-CIO— has had a long and sordid history of opposing police reforms, publishing 

explicitly racist and anti-immigrant rhetoric, and directly threatening their critics, including my 

colleagues on the Board of Supervisors, myself and my husband, and its own members. This 

organization has and continues to incite fear in our city— contrary to the mission and goals of 

our own police department. 

As a family who has paid POA membership dues for 35 years, I cannot stay silent and condone 

the behavior of the organization’s leadership. Their latest campaign materials against a District 

Attorney candidate are just the most recent example of the organization’s tone-deaf and 

poisonous rhetoric attempting to influence city elections. There is simply no room for this type of 

Trumpian bullying and fearmongering in San Francisco politics.  

Yes, I used profanity in my comments about the POA, but quite frankly, I don’t think it is 

language that we have not heard before. However, if that language has offended you, the 

members of the San Francisco Police Department, I deeply apologize. 

Sincerely, 

 


